
Team Competition with MGs
Peter Ross



What is a Team?

• Multiple members competing with a joint effort to win
• Soccer, Football, Hockey, Baseball, Cricket

• Players with complementary skills

• Aggregate performance
• Trials, Racing (Brooklands, ARCA)

• Players doing the same thing independently

• Relay
• Running (4 x 400m), Swimming, Car racing

• Players doing the same thing serially



Pre-war M.G. Team competition

• Brooklands
• Ad hoc at club meetings

• International Rally or Trials
• Alpine Rally L2 team, 1933

• Le Mans
• Goldie Gardner’s “Dancing Daughters” (PA)

• Trials
• Factory supported
• Cream Crackers, Musketeers

• Trials
• Evans Family





Post-war Racing in England with M.G.

• International
• Betty Haig - Alpine Trial class win with TC (1949)
• Dick Jacobs, Ted Lund, George Philips – TD team 1950 Ulster TT, 1951 BRDC
• MGA team, 1955 LeMans

• Major Clubs – BARC, BRSCC
• Similar to SCCA
• Current sports car racing
• Serious amateurs

• Marque Clubs
• M.G. Car Club, Jaguar Drivers Club. Bentley Drivers Club, 750 Motor Club

• Vintage Sports Car Club (VSCC)
• Veteran, Vintage and Post Vintage Thoroughbred (PVT) strictly defined

• Only racing MGs admitted (C, K3, Q, R)
• Regional Clubs

• Less serious amateur
• Current or recent sports cars
• Often jointly run race meetings
• Invite other clubs



Coping with performance differential
• Triple-M and T-types outclassed by MGA and MGB
• Giving everyone a chance

• Classes
• Saloons (Sedans)
• Sports cars (Daily Drivers)
• Racing cars

• High Speed Trials
• Target distance in specific time (typically 30 

minutes)
• Popular at Brooklands in early days

• Handicap
• Give slower cars a head start
• Every car crosses finish line together



Registers for Elderly MGs

• Triple- M Register – 1962
• T-Register – October 1962, formally 1963

• First Quarterly Bulletin – April 1963
• Monthly Newsletter
• Any ‘T’ or ‘Y’ member of MGCC

• Purpose
• Spares
• History
• Technical data

• Competition
• Obtain races or classes for T-Types at MGCC events (awards)
• Obtain invitations to other clubs’ race meetings
• Organize a team to compete in inter-club Relay Races



Birkett Six Hour Relay Race

750 Motor Club (Austin origin)
• Named in honor of founder Holly Birkett
• Oldest club racing event in England

• First run in 1951
• Silverstone, central England

• Disused WWII Airfield
• First meeting 1948

• National British event
• Unrestricted license

• No “Rookies”
• But we are all “Rookies”

• Get qualified for 1964
• Enter Oulton Park 5 Hour in 1963



On the way to a full licence (1)
MGCC Silverstone, May 25rd 1963



On the way to a full licence (2)



(4)



Oulton Park 5 Hour Relay Race

• Restricted Race 
Meeting
• Rookies allowed

• Lancashire & 
Cheshire Car Club

• Invited MGCC Teams
• MGA
• T-Register

2.761 miles







1963 Oulton Park 5 Hour Relay



On the way to a full licence (4)



On the way to a full licence
St Gothard Pass, June 10th 1964



On the way to a full licence



On the way to a full licence
LeMans– June 20th 1964



On the way to a full licence (5)
Motorcycle Club, Silverstone – June 27th 1964

_______
20



On the way to a full licence (6) 









1964 Birkett Six Hour Relay

(F. Wilson McComb)

Interesting math: If we can lap at 1’25” (68 mph), we will cover (6 *60 *60)/85 = 254 laps
Fastest car would cover 306 laps at (6 *60*60)/306 = 70.5 sec (1’10.5”or 83 mph)

Quite reasonable for a team of 6 new E-Types



1964 Birkett Six Hour Relay





1964 Oulton Park 5 Hour Relay



1964 Oulton Park 5 Hour Relay

(Ian Olditch)



1965 Birkett Six Hour Relay

(Mike Allison)

Let’s try the same team again but a different manager





1965 Birkett Six Hour Relay



Enough said!



1965 Oulton Park 5 Hour Relay

A few team changes

Team manager:   Syd Beer 24 credit laps
• Paddy Willmer TC (s/c) 11 laps 60.75 mph
• Roy Brading TC (s/c) 39 laps 62.75 mph
• Ron Gammons TC 55 laps (max) 62.8 mph
• Barry Lomas TD 7 laps 56.4 mph

----
136 laps

Average 61.75 mph
(wet for entire race)

6th place



1966 Birkett Six Hour Relay



1966 Birkett Six Hour Relay



1966 Birkett Six Hour Relay





1966 Birkett Six Hour Relay

Team Manager: Mike Allison
49 credit laps

35 A Peter Ross 1350 90 laps 67.6 mph
B Ron Gammons 1350 69 laps 62.9 mph
C Mike Vincent 1250 (s/c) 65 laps 62.0 mph
D Paddy Willmer 1250 (s/c) 16 laps 62.9 mph
E Malcolm Beer TF 1500

------
289 laps = 2nd Place !!!
(wet after 2 hours)







1966 Oulton Park 5 Hour Relay



1966 Oulton Park 5 Hour Relay

25



1966 Oulton Park 5 Hour Relay



1966 Oulton Park 5 Hour Relay



1966 Oulton Park 5 Hour Relay
Results:

• Placed 10th – we thought 1st! – Timekeepers missed last 
lap by Mike Vincent     (Protest disallowed)

• Overall Average Speed: 72.05 mph

• Laps covered: 156

• Peter Ross: 55 laps in 122’24” @73.5 mph
• Ron Gammons: 55 laps in 124’57” @73.5 mph





1967



1967 Birkett Six Hour Relay

Position = 4th

Average Speed = 68.69 mph
Fastest lap = Peter Ross: 1’19.5” 72.8 mph



1967 Birkett Six Hour Relay



1967 Birkett Six Hour Relay





1968 Birkett Six Hour Relay



1968 Birkett Six Hour Relay



1968 Birkett Six Hour Relay
Results



1969 Birkett Six Hour Relay

• Ron Gammons TC 1450
• Glynn Giusti TB 1306 (s/c) 6th Place
• Chris Jones TC  1306 (s/c)
• Gerry Brown TC 1306 255 Laps
• Paddy Willmer TC 1250(s/c) 43 Credit laps







1970 Birkett Six Hour Relay



1970 Birkett Six Hour Relay

Result:  8th place



1971 Birkett Six Hour Relay
Relocated to Thruxton, Hampshire (Just west of London)

• Ron Gammons and Glynn Giusti ran with a mixed team



• Roadrunners
• Glyn Giusti

• John Whitstead

• Chris Jones

• Roger Shadbolt

• Gerry Brown

• John Clarke

• XPAG
• Dave Clewley

• Nick Taylor

• Pete Cresswell

• Ron Gammons

• Peter Catt

• Paddy Willmer

1972 Birkett Six Hour Relay

7th place 12th place
444 miles @ 74 mph



Lap length 2.761 miles

Team Credit Laps Qualifying Finishing Average Team A- car B - car C - car D - car E - car F - car Reserve

Number Laps Completed Laps Position Speed Manager

1963 24 28 109 137 13th 60.2 Bill Weston Ian Matheson Jim Pielow Mike Poole Peter Ross Mike Vincent

1964 29 20 118 138 4th 65.2 Ian Olditch Bill Weston Mike Vincent Peter Ross Ken Cheeseman Paul Hollick Paddy Willmer Barrry Lomas

1965 24 112 139 6th 61.8 Syd Beer Ron Gammons Paddy Willmer Roy Brading Barry Lomas

1966 27 25 131 156 10th 72.3 Bill Weston Ron Gammons Ken Cheeseman Mike Vincent Peter Ross Paddy Willmer

Oulton Park 5 Hour Relay Race



Lap length 1.608 miles

Team Credit Laps Qualifying Finishing Average Team A- car B - car C - car D - car E - car

Number Laps Completed Laps Position Speed Manager

1964 33 52 14th Wilson McComb Mike Vincent Ian Matheson Peter Ross Bill Weston Jim Pielow

1965 36 23rd Mike Allison Geoff Gillett Peter Ross Ken Cheeseman Ron Gammons Paddy Willmer

1966 35 49 240 289 2nd 64.32 Mike Allison Peter Ross Ron Gammons Mike Vincent Paddy Willmer Malcolm Beer

1967 34 45 256 301 4th 68.608 Mike Allison Geoff Gillett Ken Cheeseman Ron Gammons Peter Ross Paddy Willmer

1968 36 46 258 304 5th 69.144 Mike Allison Geoff Gillett Peter Ross Ken Cheeseman Ron Gammons Paddy Willmer

1969 43 255 298 6th 68.34 Mike Vincent Ron Gammons Glyn Giusti Chris Jones Gerry Brown Paddy Willmer

1970 36 41 8th Peter Ross Paddy Willmer Paul Langdell Ron Gammons Glyn Giusti Chris Jones

750 Motor Club - Birkett Six-Hours Relay - Silverstone

M.G. Car Club - T-Register Team



Driver Car Chassis # Reg No. Oulton Park Birkett Total

4 7 11

Paddy Willmer TC (s/c) 1730 JKJ 748 3 6 9

Peter Ross TC 8892 UMG 15 3 5 8

Ron Gammons TC 2497 JGX 533 2 6 8

Mike Vincent TC (s/c) 1910 FJB 313 3 2 5

Ken Cheeseman TC 0498 MG 6963 2 3 5

Geoff Gillett TB FOH 999 0 3 3

Bill Weston TC 1350 CVA 898 1 1 2

Ian Matheson TC 3107 JKR 407 1 1 2

Jim Pielow TC 10215 KYL 878 1 1 2

Barry Lomas TD 22381 SRB 285 2 0 2

Glyn Giusti TB (s/c) FOH 999 0 2 2

Chris Jones TC BJD 622 0 2 2

Mike Poole TD 2295 UMG 126 1 0 1

Roy Brading TC (s/c) 7263 KLE 403 1 0 1

Malcolm Beer TF 0 1 1

Gerry Brown TC 0 1 1

Paul Langdell TC 0 1 1
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